Near Complete Recovery of Visual Acuity After Calcium Hydroxylapatite Injection-Related Vision Loss: A Case Report and Literature Review.
Injection of fillers has gained popularity over the past decades in aesthetic treatments. Calcium hydroxylapatite (CaHA; Radiesse) was introduced in the year 2003 and received approval from the Food and Drug Administration in 2006 for the treatment of moderate-to-severe wrinkles. The properties of CaHA include biostimulation, neocollagenesis, and stability over a long period. However, similar to other fillers, CaHA is associated with the risk of complications such as ecchymosis, inflammation, local infection, skin necrosis, and vascular occlusion. Iatrogenic vision loss remains the most devastating complication related to vascular occlusion. Development of vision impairment is associated with a relatively high risk of permanent damage to vision acuity and poor prognosis. The current report presents a case of a patient who suffered from skin necrosis, vision impairment, and ophthalmoplegia after the injection of CaHA into the nasal dorsum. Significant improvement in visual acuity was observed during hospitalization after the treatment. The patient recovered to near-normal visual acuity and completely recovered from ophthalmoplegia. We aimed to discuss the current treatment employed and review the literature on CaHA-related vision loss.